




51 "Are you sure we are in Novosibirsk?" "Oh yeah." And we waited and waited. We couldn't make

52 a phone call. There wasn't a coin that we could put in the box. We didn't know that you had to

53 buy a special plastic token because the currency fluctuates so much you have to buy this token on

54 the day and use the token to pay for it. We didn't know any of that. We couldn't make a phone

55 call. I finally was worried about where we were and went upstairs and I asked a guy in a uniform

56 with a rifle. Nobody in the airport spoke English, by the way. I did the international thing, you

57 know. I said, "Novosibirsk?" And he said, "Novosibirsk." So I tried it again. "Novosibirsk?" He

58 said, "Novosibirsk ... ha ha ha ha ha." So I went down to where the luggage was. Hunter was

59 still waiting for the bags to come around and they never came. And waiting for Paul to come and

60 he never came. We had gotten off that plane. It was so cold. You know Hunter, I was having to

61 give him ...we were sharing clothes. He had my scarf wrapped around his head. I mean, we were a

62 pretty desperate looking group. And I told him about the "Novosibirsk? .. Novosibirsk. ....

63 Novosibirsk ... Ha ha ha ha ha," and he said, "I don't know what it means." And finally we went

64 upstairs and I took my ticket and we pushed it through a little glass with a large lady behind it.

65 And she looked at it and immediately picked up the loudspeaker and people started coming and

66 they ran over and they began to argue among themselves. And this large square Russian woman

67 in a uniform ... big lady ... came up and she said the only English we heard the entire time we

68 were in Nizhnevartovsk, because we were not in Novosibirsk. We were not even close to

69 Novosibirsk. We were five hours by air away from Novosibirsk. We were lost in Siberia. Now I

70 have been lost before. But I want you to know, this brought lost to a whole new level in my life.

71 And at this point, I want you to know I'm not proud of this, but it was basically every man for

72 himself. You know boy, the pressure came on and I mean there was no grace in my life at all. It

73 was all righteousness, works, survival, out-of-my-way. Oh, it was so bad. This woman came up

74 to us and the first thing she did was she took both of our tickets and then she took our passports

75 and visas and said, "You sit." Which we did. It turned out in the Lord's providence that this was

76 an angel. She worked for a competing airline, the competing airline, and gave us free tickets to

77 get from where we were to Novosibirsk. What had happened was the plane had had a change of

78 schedule which they'd announced in Russian but we didn't know it; and everybody had just

79 gotten off the plane to get a cup of tea. They all got back on. The guard was pointing at the plane,

80 "Novosibirsk," which he found extremely humorous.

81 This was not an auspicious beginning to a month of ministry. I had never been in 45

82 degrees below zero before. It was just very evident; if I get lost, I die. You know, there are

83 frozen dogs on the side of the road. It was pretty scary stuff. It really was. And Hunter had been

84 there before and I was really glad for it. He was such a help. He kind of kept me from going

85 completely crazy. We had two or three weeks of wonderful ministry. And God really blessed our

86 time there. It was not easy. The first day they ran me around with forty pounds of books on foot
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122 And that is what I was trying to say to the church a couple weeks ago. Paul ministered not

I 123 out of his strength, but if you read 2 Corinthians I I and 12, what does he say? Out of weakness.

124 "I will boast in my weakness." 2Corinthians11:30; 12:5,9Well, let me ask you. Are you weak enough yet

125 to do ministry? Or do you stiII think that ministry flows from your strength and what you do is

126 you go to God who makes you stronger than anyone else so you don't have to trust anyone or

127 anything else and, "Now I'm ready. I got my act together." Well you read the New Testament and

128 you read Paul. And what he says is, "I wiII boast in my ..." What? "weakness." Why? Because it

129 is in that weakness Jesus said "My power is made perfect in your weakness.,,2Corinthians 12:9You

130 see, Jesus doesn't give you all these things so that you can go and do ministry. He just goes with

131 you. He just goes with you. He promises to work through you. And that's the step of faith. It's

132 not faith to get myself so well trained and so experienced and so intelligent and so capable that I

133 can go and do ministry I'm sure I can accomplish. Where's the faith in that? You know that's the

134 way we think about it. I've got to be so together that I can see the end from the beginning and

135 know there's a good chance of success. I am not saying that preparation is wrong. It is not. You

136 need it. And seminary and training and all these things; pursue them. I am just saying to you, they

137 will not give you ministry, and you may not trust them; they're never enough. What you need is

138 Jesus, and the willingness to kind of step out; into dangerous territory. Now that doesn't have to

139 be Siberia. The dangerous territory may be, and for many of you is, your marriage. You may find

40 it more easy to believe that God could use you in Siberia than He can change your cold hard heart

141 toward you wife or your husband. But it is the same power and the same grace that does both.

142 And they are linked. As He works in your heart He also works through you with others. What I

143 want to do is I want to put these things in some type of order. "When my heart is perfected, then I

144 wiII go." And Jesus says, "I want you to trust me more than that. I want you to believe that I wiII

145 use you, wreck though you are," and go and step out.

146 I frequently have done a whole lecture based on this diagram [next page], and I don't

147 want to do that today. But I want to point out something to you by showing this. The line down

148 the middle between these two circles is the difference between the inside of your life and the

149 outside of your life. And inside, grace and faith and the gospel show you your sin; push you to

150 repentance and faith so there is some measure of joy and Jesus in your life. And that's shorthand

151 (there is a lot more), but that gives you kind of a shorthand for how the inside runs. And you see

152 you move from one to the other. And then from joy to resting in grace again and looking for

153 God's Spirit to move you ahead. And really that's the side that we've talked the most to you

154 about, isn't it? But that's not the only way God works.
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173 teaching me? Faith. Grace. That God is there. That he will use me. And let me tell you what.

I 174 Revival sprang up in my life. All ofa sudden I needed Jesus in whole new ways. Help me Lord!

175 And I found myself on more than one occasion sitting in Steve's bed set, watching the prostitutes

176 come in and out, some of them working in the room next door, speaking to him and them about

177 the love of Jesus for sinners. And God was with me there. My faith was not so large that I didn't

178 park my car a mile away. But God was with me.

179 And you see it's hard for us to know which comes first. Is it that renewal in your life

]80 leads to mission, whether that's family or church or overseas, but to mission? Or is it that

181 mission in your life forces you back to renewal? Who knows? But they go together. They go

182 together. This is not a self-improvement program, so that you get good enough to do something.

183 This is the power QfGod at work in your life. Making you audacious, as Rick said [in a previous

]84 lecture at the seminar], and bold, and ready to try something and step out, fearful and struggling,

]85 and yet going anyway. I'll tell you the picture that keeps coming to my mind. I think about Peter

186 in that boat [Matthew 14:22-33]. And they see Jesus coming, and there's a storm; they are afraid

187 for their lives. And they're in the boat, and Peter looks out and they see, and they think it's a

]88 ghost, and they're frightened. And they begin to think it's Jesus and they call out to him. And

189 Peter says, "Lord, if it's you, bid me to come to you on the water." Matthew 14:28 You remember

190 that? I think that's tremendous. Let me tell you why. I've looked through the Old Testament and I

191 have yet to find the "water-walking promise." This was just something that came out of Peter,

192 "Boy I want to do that!" Right? Which promise in the Old Testament says "When thou sees Jesus

193 walking on the water thou shalt ask and if He bidst thee thou shalt come." I mean it's just not in

194 there. I had one Old Testament professor say, "Well, he was kind of thinking about parting the

195 Red Sea." And I told him, "That's the dumbest thing I ever heard." Peter was thinking first, "I'm

196 gonna die," and second, "Boy, I'd like to do that." That's what I believe. And Jesus said, "Come

]97 on." (Ifhe had come from Alabama he'd say "Come on.") He said "Come." And Peter grabbed

]98 hold to the side of that boat and he put one foot out. There,.are waves, you know. And he gets the

]99 other foot out, hanging on the side of the boat and then he lets go. And here he goes. And he gets

200 part way there, and what happens? He begins to sink as he looks at the storm and he thinks, "I

20] can't do it! I can't do this." He becomes frightened, and turns his eyes to himself and to his

202 circumstance. And all these eleven guys in the boat are saying, " Golly, what an embarrassment.

203 You can't take that man anywhere with you. I knew it. I knew it. I knew he wouldn't make it.

204 Who does he think he is? Why would he do that?" And Jesus, to comfort Peter, comes to him

205 and says, "Oh slow to believe," and picks him up and takes him back to the boat.

206 Now let me tell you what. Those guys in the boat may count that a failure, but I don't.

207 Because it was only one of those twelve that walked on water. And I'll tell you what, dear hearts,

208 I'm not going to live my life for safety. I want to see God use me somehow, for something other
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the expert. And when we see God use us, what happens? [see diagram] It creates joy in my heart.

Do you think I wound up having a good time in Siberia? You better believe it. I went

back the next year and took my sixteen-year old son. And we both almost froze to death. We

really did. We couldn't get him to wear a hat the first two days. His head was just freezing solid,

and we really struggled with that together. And he got to see me mess up, and worry, and fail,

and find Jesus and be used anyway. Isn't that what it's about? And was there joy in that? You

better believe it. So, I delight to tell you about that story, warts and all, so that Jesus might be

glorified. And did you notice the arrow doesn't stop there [see diagram]; and this is very

important: when Jesus sent out those disciples who didn't have a clue, and said go cast out

demons and preach the Kingdom, I think that's a step of faith on his part at the very least, don't

you? Sending Peter out, oh my, sword-and-all; sending him out. Wow, that's kind of scary.

How's that going to do Jesus' reputation? You think that's going to do his reputation a lot of

good? I don't think so. And they come back. And Peter and all those guys they say, what? "Lord,

even the demons were subject to us in your name." Luke 10:17 And they rejoiced. And do you

remember what Jesus said? Don't rejoice that the demons obeyed. Rejoice in grace. Rejoice in

the gospel. "Rejoice that your name is written in heaven." Luke 10:20 Right? Because there is an

eternal joy there. Even whether a ministry does well, whether they are subject to you, whether

they run you off, your name is still written in the book of heaven. And so we return to rest in the

gospel, and waiting for the Spirit to open a new door.

And I think this is the pattern of the Christian life. Look, this stuff is not to be spent on

you alone. I really struggle whether to talk to you about this, because it is so important that you

get grace in your own heart, I didn't want to interrupt that process. Some of you are so work­

oriented and task-oriented, I was afraid if! talked about missions, vrrrrrru ... off you'd go. The

truth is that you've got to do both with your heart. And those of you who are hearing deep in your

heart about God, it's not just for you. And those of you that want to get about the work, you need

to listen to what God's saying in your heart. And he'll sort you out and he'll get you there. He

really will. But these two things gO to~ether: Heart renewal and Kingdom work. They go

together. They support each other. They're the same thing. They're the same grace just expressed

in different areas of our lives. It's not two different things. It's the same Spirit. It's the same--
principles. It's the same power, working both in me and then through me to other people.

III. COMPET ANT TO MINISTER: EQUIPPED IN CHRIST

I'd like you to look at 2 Corinthians. I don't want to spend too long with this, but I think

it may be a help to you, to see somehow Paul involved in this same process. And I'm not going to

try and exegete every verse. There really is a wonderful flow here. And I wish we had the time

for it, but I want to pick just a few principles and let you work on this later, all right? 2
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having Jesus. Having the Spirit. Being made competent for whatever ministry he calls you to by

God himself so that you can step out with some confidence. So that you can step out with some
confidence.

And you and I, we wind up looking at all these different things. Lord, I am not good

enough yet, I am not practiced enough yet. Lord, I am not knowledgeable enough about this yet.

And let me tell you. It's really just not about you. I don't know how to make that any clearer. It's

not about your competence or your incompetence. It's not about your progress or your lack of

progress. It's not about your joy or your sorrow, it's not about your success or your failure. It's

about Jesus and His Kingdom moving forward in your life and through your life in the life of

others. And we get so self-focused that it eats the heart out of our spiritual lives. So fearful, so

captured by the struggle, that we can't believe that God would use us, but he will. He will. And if

you have faith the size of a mustard seed he will use you an~er your prayers, and use you

mightily in the lives of others where you are. And if He moves you out of there; where He sends

you. Because it's really just not about you, it's about Jesus the King and His Kingdom.

And so he wants to turn me from being this sucking black hole of need and self-interest

so the church is about me, and ministry is about me, and you're about me. Norm and I were

laughing in the car on the way over here, he quoted a line from a movie. He said, and it's true,

the reason it became kind of a saying on our team, it's sadly true about the way that we are in our

flesh. He was quoting from Groucho Marx. He said that in the film that somewhere someone (I

don't know what film) said, "Well I've been talking about me too long, that's enough about me.

Tell me, what do you think about me?" That rings true doesn't it? And the reason is I am so self­

focused. It's like everything winds up being about me somehow, like all the universe turns

around this peg. And you are all bit players in my drama. It's not about me. There's great

freedom in that. It's about Jesus. It's about His Kingdom. It's about a call to come and die, to

take up your cross and follow the King, so that grace will free you to suffer, and not live a risk­

free life. Freed from self-concerns so that I can @ the cross. Freed from self-concerns so I can

give my life to other people in other places so that it's not about me. Freed from reputation so I

can entrust my family and my life and my work to Jesus, and it becomes about Him. And about

faith. And there's great joy and peace and liberty in those things.

IV. THE CALL TO COME AND DIE

This morning, in just a minute, I am going to ask you to consider a call of God on your

life and some of you need to consider foreign missions. I'm going to ask you to do that. That is

why we gave you this card. I am going to ask you to fill those out in a little bit, or begin to pray

about it actually. But as I was coming in the room praying with folks, I said to them, "Look I

don't want to give people a guilt trip. I don't want to interrupt the important work of calling you
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What's the point? Grace goes somewhere. Grace goes somewhere. It's not just for you. Its

not just about you. Grace is for the world. Grace is for the Kingdom. Jesus will use you in

wonderful ways. Would you believe that? Can you believe it? Boy, looking at you I don't know

how. It takes a lot of faith. But that's the point. ~ot a big God and He can use even me and hecan use even you in wonderful new ways. Let's c~e together in prayer.

Father, I ask that you would deliver every heart here fTom guilt. Guilt about going into the

ministry just makes hard and miserable ministers and missionaries. Guilt is like spiritual pain and

sometimes it does awaken me and prompt me and remind me and call me to places. But Lord,

doing a ministry out of guilt is just purgatory. And I pray that there would be nothing that we say

and do that would leave people feeling guilty or second class because of where you've called

them. So I ask that you would reconfinn in the hearts of many the place that you have settled

them into, and if they would have renewed hearts and vigor and vision for just what you've

called them to. So, I ask that you would renew that calling and strengthen it. And strengthen their

hearts so that they might return with grace abounding in a new way for the work that you've

already called them to. Lord, it may be there's some folks here who have begun to suspect that

you're calling them into a new work right here: Evangelism, outreach, discipleship, ministry to

the poor, the beginning of a Christian Legal Society or a Medical Society. Lord, all the different

things, the doors you open to us. Or maybe someone is just beginning to hear that voice, and it's

indistinct, they don't know what you are calling them to. But they want to step out in faith.

Father, I ask that you would encourage their heart; that Jesus will be there for them and with

them as they step into their family with renewed faith, step into their church and to their lives in

these new areas. Father, I also ask that you would call some here to foreign service. That you

would call some here to leave the comfort of this nation and to spend their lives for people

they've never known. Father, I know that that is a particular calling. I ask that you protect people

from romanticizing and following it when they are not called. But Lord I believe that there are

many more called to do this than have responded. And so I ask that you give them great liberty as

they begin to think through your call on them, their life, perhaps their family's life. And as they

pray, that you would liberate their hearts to begin to believe that you can do great things in them

and through them. Lord, we ask that you would bathe all of this with the grace of Jesus. That you

would liberate our hearts from trusting in whatever work we do, or ministry we pursue, as being

even one ounce of our righteousness before you. We count even these things as filthy rags in

order that we might rest alone in the righteousness of Jesus. In whose name we pray. Amen.
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