


9 Romans 6, where it speaks of the members of the body. It is actually "weapon" terminology.

10 As we come to talk about conflict, I would like to turn first to.Luke 6:39-42 to show you the

II paradoxical character of the kind of conflict the Lord wants to bring us into. Jesus is

12 speaking, "Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will they not both fall into a pit? A

I3 student is not above his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like his

14 teacher. Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no

15 attention to the plank in you own eye? How can you say to your brother, 'Brother, let

16 me take the speck our to your eye,' when you yourself fail to see the plank in your own

17 eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to

18 remove the speck from your brother's eye." Luke 6:39-42

19 In James we find that destructive conflicts are fueled by selfish ambition and envy.

20 "Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, by deeds

21 done in the humility that comes from wisdom. But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish

22 ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. Such 'wisdom' does not

23 come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. For where you have envy

24 and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice. But the wisdom that

25 comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of

26 mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a

27 harvest of righteousness." James 4:13-18 Very encouraging passage if you read it the right way.

28 Peacemakers who sow in peace will reap a harvest of righteousness.

29 II. WHAT IS CONSTRUCTIVE CONFLICT?

30 A. Desiring God's Glory

3 I What is constructive conflict? Would it be conflict that would be painless? Would it be

32 conflict that would be planned? Would it be something that springs at you and you suddenly

33 know how to do it? What is it? One of the things about it that makes it constructive is the self­

34 conscious desire to put all your energy in seeing God glorified in your life and the lives of

35 others. The standard, which I think you can use for this, is that what you are aiming at in the-
36 glory of God is the difference between what you would naturally do and what you would do by

37 grace. That difference is the glory of God. What you would naturally do would be have

38 destructive conflicts, and what you do by grace is God's honor. It is an amazing difference. It

39 advertises what you couldn't do and what God did in you and through you. Then it would be

40 true cf your Christian friend, if this person you are discipling or someone who you have a close

41 relationship, as you help them enter into constructive conflict. The difference between what they
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76 them with a nice note, Angelo was so touched that he got up and went outside. (Angelo is one

77 very tough guy.) I think his conscience was reached deeply hy that love. He told me later that he C~
78 had to go outside on the porch because he didn't want everybody to see there were tears in his

79 eyes. That was encouraging. I asked, "Lord, what do you want me to do next? That certainly

80 glorified you." Taking up offerings to help a couple living together is not naturally what

81 Presbyterian elders do. I was as amazed as he was, to tell you the truth. The glory of that was

82 very evident to Angelo. He came back in and said, "I have never seen a church like this one."

83 A couple days later, just before they got ready to leave, I came in the living room.

84 Barbara was there, and Keren was lying on the couch. Rose Marie was either standing or sitting

85 there also. I prayed and went in. We started talking about their trip, and I asked, "Barbara, have

86 you ever thought much about eternity?" I said, "When I go to heaven, I really want to take you

87 along. Not just as a beautiful memory, but I want to take you along." When she heard that, she

88 exploded. In our family, as she puts it, there are not many shouters. In fact, she is the only one

89 who yells. She yelled, but gradually came down. I just sat there and didn't say anything -- one of

90 those rare moments when I kept my mouth shut. When she calmed down, would you believe, I

91 repeated it. I said, "Barbara, I don't know why you got so upset. All I said was, 'when I go to

92 heaven, I didn't want to take you along only as a beautiful memory.'" Of course, she was mad

93 again. I wasn't trying to manipulate her; I was just telling her how I felt. She is really mad and

94 said, "You have always been doing this to me. You have always been fighting with me ever t'
95 since I was a small child." I let her go on for a while and finally said, "No Barbara, that is not "-

96 true. I can only remember two or three fights we have had. It was not nearly enough. We should

97 have had many." She looked at me and suddenly ran across the room. She burst into tears, fell at

98 my feet and put her head in my lap. After she was through sobbing, she looked up with a grin,

99 and said, "Dad, we are going to have to do this more often." I knew it was over, but I said,

100 "Barbara, I have one thing I would like to ask you. You know, all ofthis proves that I can't

101 change you and you can't change yourself. But Jesus can. Would you just pray that He would?"

102 She thought about it seriously and said that she would.

103 In six months she was a Christian, and shortly thereafter, Angelo was too. At the

104 beginning of those eight years of conflict, I could no more have done that than I could have

105 started flying across the room. I don't think any of you expect me to fly across the room. It is

106 impossible. The glory of God was this difference. It came about by the Holy Spirit changing the

107 way I thought about her. It wasn't just a mental manipulation I was going through. I had really

108 experienced the glory of Christ. I don't know whether that appeals to you or not. We all like

109 success stories, and if you read the rest of the book you will see how many success stories there

110 weren't. I lost all the battles, except, in the end, the Lord won the war. That is really what we

III want. Too often we are interested in the battles when the Lord is interested in winning wars.
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146 people being the hawk or really the eagle-eating at my liver. So I decided there is a certain

]47 amount of wisdom in not changing anything in the service be<;ause people might not be able to ('.
148 handle that right away. I talked with the elders and said that I would like to have testimonies on

149 occasion trom the new converts in the church. They won't be long, but we will have testimonies

150 if you are agreeable to that. They couldn't and didn't argue with that. From time to time, we

151 began to have these testimonies, and I became better at spiritual inquiring. Some of the

152 testimonies were really powerful.

153 There was this woman in the church that I taught for six months before I would let her

]54 join the church because I didn't think she understood the gospel clearly. I brainwashed her so

155 she could repeat it. Finally she became sick with vertigo. She couldn't even walk to the

156 bathroom because it was so serious. I would visit her once a week, and one day she said to me,

]57 "Pastor, did you notice that you come here once a week and pray with me but I never get any

158 better." I said, "You know, Emma, that is true." I admit I had a slight touch of cockiness now

159 and then. No one else noticed it, but it was there. So walking out the door, I looked at her and

160 with a big laugh I said, "Emma, you don't pray loud enough." I came back the next week,

161 forgetting all about that ridiculous comment, and she is full of praise. I asked her what was going

162 on. She told me that she was getting better and was able to walk to the bathroom. I said, "Okay,

163 that's great. I am praising the Lord too, but what is going on here?" She said, "I am so glad that

164 when I pray now, Jim and my daughter live at the other end of the house and cannot hear me

]65 pray. Last week when you were here, you walked out the door with that hearty laugh, and said I (

166 didn't pray loud enough. I decided you were right. I have been shouting, and every time I pray I

167 get an answer." She was radiant. It was hard to keep her on the bed. I suspect that she finally

168 got converted with a good loud yell trom the depths of her heart to the Lord. Whosoever shall

169 call in the name of the Lord will be saved. She was just a different person. I wanted her to come

170 to church and give her testimony. Since she was a young lady of about seventy-five, I thought it

]71 would be less threatening to the older people in the church. She stood up in her pew and began

172 to talk about what Jesus had done for her. She was crying, smiling, and laughing all at once. She

173 said to the people, "Don't feel sorry for me, please. I am only crying because I am so happy. I

174 just want you to have the same kind of happiness. What do you think about Jesus?" There is the

175 glory!

176 We brought the glory into the service, and that began to change the whole attitude of the

]77 congregation toward worship. They became much more aware of the deeds of God and the glory.

]78 What was happening was that the whole worship was being shifted by hooking into what God

179 was doing. The only other change I made was beginning to encourage the elders themselves to

180 take part, at least briefly, in the pastoral prayer -- so we would share it a bit. As more and more

181 men began to respond to the gospel, we had a dozen or so men meeting with the elders before
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217 ministries because they are better run than ministries conducted by men. That may not always be

2\8 the case. I have seen some that were badly run too. Nonetheless, men often have fallen into sins

219 of incompetence. These ladies were very competent. We do need the whole body, we don't need

220 just the male part of it.

22\ One of the ways that we show leadership is listening to others. So I asked them

222 questions, and they were a tremendous help. Then they got carried away and thought that I

223 would listen to them on any topic. They started getting into my own ministry, asking questions

224 about it. I think in some ways, the fact that I eventually listened to them led to much deeper

225 revival in the church -- at least it did in my life. One of the ladies was quite heavy, and she used

226 to sit in either the first or second row in the prayer meeting. Afterwards, she would always say,

227 "Why can't we have more of a prayer meeting and less of a Bible study." I asked if she didn't

228 like my Bible study. She said that she loved the Bible study, and that made my heart

229 appreciative. Here I was being loved and encouraged a bit, but they still said, "Couldn't we have

230 it on another night, and make this a prayer meeting." I still felt a little bit of, "Don't they know I

23\ have gone to Westminister Seminary." Then the thought occurred to me that maybe they do

232 know and that is why they are praying for me. That is the other thing they used to do. I had been

233 in other churches and the congregation never prayed for their pastor that fervently. These ladies

234 started praying fervently for me. Eventually I changed a lot in my own life through their

235 influence, but if you start threatening and accusing and not just ask them why they think this way,

236 God can't bless it.

237 5. Refusing to Gossip

238 The other thing in the manner of constructive conflict: There needs to be a rejection of

239 gossip and the courage to go directly to people when you have something against them. That

240 means we have to make ourselves approachable. Ifl hadn't at least in some way lead these

241 women to think they could talk to me, I don't think they would have approached me. So we

242 really want to work on approachability. I haven't worked enough on that. My guess is that if you

243 want to get in really good warfare, you have to be more approachable. I would say that for

244 myself. Positively, if you reject that gossip, what do you do? What you want to do is learn to

245 communicate openly with other people. That is what sonship is all about -- we are open. The

246 whole point is that there is nothing veiled between God and us. We all with unveiled face behold

247 as in a mirror the glory of the Lord. We are being changed. That is what sanctification is --

248 looking in the gospel mirror and being changed into the image of Christ. We become those who,

249 more and more, exchange our lives because He exchanged His life for us. If that is true, we see

250 then positively. Then it means that we have to become serious about not repeating negative

251 conversations. I don't know about you, but after I have heard enough problems from other
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285 standing for lust. These things are behind the irritability. As we look at the tongue assignment,

286 we ought to see the tongue as a revealer. It reveals what is going on inside. Of course once we c~
287 hit that, it is especially dangerous when there are times of testing and you didn't ask for wisdom.

288 How shall we explain that? Each of us has a point where things really matter to us. Perhaps they

289 matter to God too, at the point where they matter to us. At this point where things really matter

290 and we are most likely to be right, we are at the danger point. I don't know if you understand this

291 or not. Do you understand? If you are caught in a sin, you are more likely to repent immediately

292 than if in what you are doing you are convinced it is one of your virtues. Beware of me when I

293 am right; beware of you when you are right.

294 You see, when we talk about the law, we must be so careful. Sometimes we really are

295 right, but even when we really are right we can be very dangerous because Jesus said of the

296 Pharisees, "So you must obey them and do everything they tell you. But do not do what

297 they do, for they do not practice what they preach." Matthew 23:3 Read Luke and Matthew 23.

298 Jesus looks over Jerusalem and says, "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and

299 stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen

300 gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing." Matthew 23:37 This comes after

301 all the woes on Jerusalem. They are basically woes on people who think they are keeping the law

302 and are not. Be careful about being right -- watch out! If you ask for wisdom in those times of

303 testing, what might you discover? (
304 The point where I know that I am really vulnerable is in the area of my plans to do \

305 evangelism. This is very important to me, and if you pull a linchpin out of it you might find

306 yourself extremely unpopular with me for a while. I probably wouldn't say anything angry to

307 you, but I would more likely freeze you out. Anybody like this? This one time I was flying to

308 California with my wife, Rose Marie, and I was going to speak in California and then go to

309 Mexico. I was so depressed, and it kept getting worse. When I got on the plane, there was a

310 fellow faculty member from Westminister on the plane. He was so filled with joy, it was

311 disgusting. As I saw his joy, the Lord convicted me of my deep sin that I had simply missed

312 something valuable. What was it? That the joy of the Lord is tied into letting Him be sovereign

313 over your plans. A mend had taken out the key evangelist for a program I had. When he took

314 out that key evangelist, the program fell apart. I went to him and told him, "You promised that I

315 could have that man, and you took him." He said, "Well, you are right. I did promise and I am

316 sorry, but I have already committed him to someone else." I went away saying I forgave him, but

317 I really didn't. I just didn't have the wisdom to know myself, and I didn't ask God for wisdom. I

318 was in danger of destroying myself, but what God did at that time was bring me to repentance. It

319 was so powerful that by the time I got to California I was so filled with joy.
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354 IV. WHO IS QUALIFIED FOR CONSTRUCTIVE CONFLICT?

355 Well, who is qualified to engage in constructive conflict? Basically, we are saying that

356 this has to be a wise person. How do you get wisdom? James I says that there is only one way

357 to get it -- ask. "If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all

358 without finding fault, and it will be given to him." Jamts 1:5 I guess there is something even

359 more basic: Why don't we ask more for wisdom? How much time do you spend praying for

360 wisdom? I don't spend that much time. I usually get my back up against the wall and I say,

361 "Lord, give me some wisdom." Isn't that the way we do it? So there is not a pro-active fighting,

362 but rather playing catch up. At the beginning of every enterprise and every process we are going

363 through, we should be constantly praying for wisdom on high. Out of that would come the

364 peaceful person described in James. "Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of

365 righteousness." Jamts3:18 How do you engage in this? One way you engage in it is one of the

366 things I have already said: by information and by repentance. The other thing is often that

367 people, when there is bad conflict in a church or in a marriage, are ignorant of each other.

368 Repentance brings this to the light. Often times we don't interpret ourselves enougli to others

369 and people are left mystified as to why we are doing what we are doing. Often times marriages

370 only get resolved when the husband and wife sit down together and say, "What would you like

371 me to do or stop doing? What would you want from me?" I have seen many marriages make

372 great progress by this simple action. In Oregon we have the statement: Never complain, never

373 explain. It is the state philosophy. Traditionally in Oregon we never complain and never

374 explain. Heads bloodied but unbound; we may not know where we are going but we are going
375 there.

376 V. AN ETERNAL PERSPECTIVE

377 It seems to me that one of the best examples is just to go back to Jesus and his way of

378 engaging in conflict. You will notice that sometimes Jesus seems to be going out of his way to

379 get in conflict. Did you ever notice how much that Jesus seems to be controversial? If you read

380 Ken Bailey1 on the parables, you will obviously come away with that these parables are far more
381 controversial than we would read them. There is a culture shock there that is often like an arrow

382 going into people's hearts. This brings us to the depth of Jesus' seriousness. We have already

'Kenneth E. Bailey, Poet and Peasant: A Literary-Cultural Approach to the Parables of Luke, Eerdmans, Grand
Rapids, MI, 1976.
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